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 A total of 1,929 children received foster care services in Federal Fiscal Year 2001 (FFY 2001 - October 
1 2000 to September 30, 2001).  Of the 1,929 children, 974 had open cases on the first day of FFY 2001 
and 955 children were placed in foster care in FFY 2001. A total of 782 children exited foster care in 
FFY 2001, leaving 1,147 children in foster care on the last day of FFY 2001.

Total of 1,929 children 
received Foster Care 
Services in FFY 2001

 

974 Children were in Foster Care 
on the first day of FFY 2001

955 Children were placed in 
Foster Care during FFY 2001

782 Children Exited Foster 
Care during FFY 2001

1,147 children were in Foster Care 
on the last day of FFY 2001

Foster Care 
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Unduplicated Number of Children by Federal Fiscal Year

The number of children in foster care has remained stable over the previous six years. The apparent 
increase in children from 1998 to 1999 reflects the implementation of a new Foster Care computer system 
(CCWIPS) rather than an actual increase. That is, CCWIPS provides us with data on children not 
previously captured on the old system.

Number of Children in Foster Care
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Foster Care Children by Custodian - FFY 2001
Total Children = 1,929

County/DHS
1,337  70.8%

DJS
347  18.4%

Tribal
204  10.8%

*Unavailable/Other = 41

When a child is removed from home, the courts grant custody of the child to a public child welfare 
agency. We classified children in the state's Foster Care system as either in the custody of the Department 
of Human Services or the counties (1,337; 70.8%), the Division of Juvenile Services (DJS) (347; 18.4%) 
or Tribes (204; 10.8%). The classification is based on the custodian on the last day of the child's care or 
the last day of the year if the child is still in care on that day. For purposes of this bulletin, we compare 
most items by these three categories of custodian.
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*Preliminary number reported here for comparison only - the FFY2002 AFCARS file will not be finalized until April 2003.

*Unavailable/Other excluded in all "break-outs" by custodian.



N
or

th
w

es
t

55
; 4

.1
%

N
or

th
 C

en
tr

al
17

5;
 1

3.
1%

L
ak

e 
R

eg
io

n
85

; 6
.4

%

N
or

th
ea

st
22

2;
 1

6.
6%

   
  S

ou
th

ea
st

42
7;

 3
1.

9%

So
ut

h 
C

en
tr

al
66

; 4
.9

%
W

es
t C

en
tr

al
24

4;
 1

8.
3%

B
ad

la
nd

s
63

; 4
.7

%

19 1.
4%

36
8

27
.5

%

3
0.

2%

5
0.

4%

1
0.

1%

3
0.

2%

17
9

13
.4

%

5
0.

4%

1
0.

1%

47 3.
5%

1
0.

1%

5
0.

4%

3
0.

2%52 3.
9%

14 1.
1%

13
9

10
.4

%

15 1.
1%

0
0.

0%

22 1.
7%

3
0.

2%
0

0.
0%

27 2.
0%

18
3

13
.7

%

12 0.
9%

4
0.

3%

8
0.

6%

0
0.

0%

4
0.

3%
6

0.
5%

1;
 0

.1
%

2
0.

2%

1
0.

1%

0
0.

0%
3

0.
2%

0
0.

0%

53 4.
0%

W
ill

ia
m

s

B
ur

ke

M
ou

nt
ra

il

R
en

vi
lle

1
0.

1%

B
ot

tin
ea

u

W
ar

d
M

cH
en

ry

R
ol

et
te

T
ow

ne
r

C
av

al
ie

r
Pe

m
bi

na

W
al

sh

G
ra

nd
 F

or
ks

N
el

so
n

T
ra

ill
St

ee
le

G
ri

gg
s

Fo
st

er

Sh
er

id
an

0
0.

0%

M
cK

en
zi

e

D
un

n

B
ill

in
gs

1
0.

1%

G
ol

de
n

V
al

le
y

St
ar

k

Sl
op

e
H

et
tin

ge
r

B
ow

m
an

A
da

m
s

G
ra

nt 1
0.

1%

M
or

to
n

Si
ou

x

Em
m

on
s

L
og

an

M
cI

nt
os

h
9

0.
7%

D
ic

ke
y

R
an

so
m

C
as

s
B

ar
ne

s
St

ut
sm

an
22 1.
7%

B
ur

le
ig

h

M
cL

ea
n

M
er

ce
r

Ed
dy

0;
 0

.0
%

B
en

so
n

2
0.

2%

R
am

se
y

58 4.
3%

D
iv

id
e

0
0.

0%

K
id

de
r

1
0.

1%W
el

ls
4

0.
3%

La
M

ou
re

4
0.

3%

Sa
rg

en
t

9
0.

7%

R
ic

hl
an

d
31 2.
3%

O
liv

er
1;

 0
.1

%

Pi
er

ce
4

0.
3%

N
or

th
 D

ak
ot

a 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f H

um
an

 S
er

vi
ce

s
Fo

st
er

 C
ar

e
N

um
be

r o
f C

hi
ld

re
n 

in
 th

e 
C

us
to

dy
 o

f t
he

 C
ou

nt
y 

or
 D

H
S 

Ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
D

ire
ct

or
*

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f T
ot

al
 S

ta
te

w
id

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n 

by
 C

ou
nt

y
To

ta
l S

ta
te

w
id

e 
N

um
be

r o
f C

hi
ld

re
n 

1,
33

7
FF

Y
 2

00
1

< 
2%

 
of

 S
ta

te
w

id
e 

C
hi

ld
re

n

2.
0%

 to
 4

.9
%

of
 S

ta
te

w
id

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n

5.
0%

 to
 9

.9
%

of
 S

ta
te

w
id

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n

10
.0

%
 +

of
 S

ta
te

w
id

e 
C

hi
ld

re
n

R
&

S 
m

s-
9-

5-
02

-t
:/s

jo
m

el
in

g/
C

A
N

 &
 P

op
.p

r4
* 

18
9 

ch
ild

re
n 

in
 c

us
to

dy
 o

f 
D

H
S 

E
xe

cu
tiv

e 
D

ir
ec

to
r. 

T
he

se
 c

hi
ld

re
n 

ar
e 

re
pr

es
en

te
d 

un
de

r 
th

ei
r 

la
st

 k
no

w
n 

co
un

ty
.

**
 E

xc
lu

de
s 

ch
ild

re
n 

in
 D

JS
 a

nd
 T

rib
al

 c
us

to
dy

3



Males
1,059  54.9%

Females
870  45.1%

Gender of the child population (0-17) in North 
Dakota in 2000 (actual - Census 2000):

Males
82,873  51.5% Females

78,026  48.5%

Gender of the children in foster care in 
North Dakota during FFY 01.

FFY 2001
Total Children = 1,929 ND Child Population

Gender of the children in foster care in North Dakota by type of care.

The North Dakota Census 2000 Data shows that the North Dakota child population is nearly equally male and 
female (51.5% male; 48.5% female).  However, the proportion of males in foster care (54.9%) is larger than the 
proportion of females (45.1%).
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Gender

Foster Care 

51.8% 45.4% 49.0% 37.6%
72.0%

48.2% 54.6% 51.0% 62.4%
28.0%

Pre-Adoptive
Placements

Foster Family
(Rel)

Foster Family
(Non Rel)

Group Home Institution
0.0%%

20.0%%

40.0%%

60.0%%

80.0%%

100.0%%

Male 86 109 409 41 389
Female 80 131 426 68 151

Note: Placement information was unavailable for 39 children; 25  male and 14 female.

Gender of the children in foster care in North Dakota by custodian.

Male
662  49.5%

Female
675  50.5%

Tribal
Total Children = 204

County/DHS
Total Children = 1,337

Male
104  51.0%

Female
100  49.0%

DJS
Total Children = 347

Male
271  78.1%

Female
76  21.9%



Caucasian
1,286  65.2%

Native American
607  30.8%

Other
79  4.0%

Race of the child population (0-17) in North 
Dakota in 2000 (actual - 2000 Census):

Race of the children in foster care in 
North Dakota.

FFY 2001
Total Children = 1,929

Race of the children in foster care in North Dakota by type of placement.

Caucasian
141,207  87.8%

Native American
12,961  8.1%

Other
6,731  4.2%

The North Dakota Census Data indicates that 87.8% of the North Dakota child population is Caucasian, 8.1% of 
the children are Native American, and 4.2% of the children are other races.  However, 65.2% of the children in 
foster care in North Dakota during 2001 were Caucasian while 30.8% were Native American and 4.0% were other 
races.  Thus, comparing the race of children in foster care to the North Dakota child population reveals that 
non-Caucasian children, especially Native Americans, are over-represented in Foster Care.
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Race
Foster Care 

4.7% 2.1% 4.8% 3.7% 2.8%
17.2%

39.4% 35.2% 26.6% 25.9%

78.1%
58.5% 60.0% 69.7% 71.3%

Pre-Adoptive Foster Family
(Rel)

Foster Family
(Non Rel)

Group Home Institution
0.0%%

20.0%%

40.0%%

60.0%%

80.0%%

100.0%%

Other 8 5 42 4 15
Native American 29 95 305 29 141

White 132 141 518 76 389

Note: Placement information was unavailable for 39 children: 28 Caucasian, 8 Native American, and 5 Other, race was unavaliable for one child.

Race of the children in foster care in North Dakota by custodian. Notice the over-representation of 
Native Americans in the Foster Care population, regardless of custodian.

Caucasian
1,004  73.2%

Native American
303  22.1%

Other
64  4.7%

Caucasian
245  70.0%

Native American
97  27.7%

Other
8  2.3%

Caucasian
2  1.0%

Native American
204  99.0%

Tribal
Total Children = 204

County/DHS
Total Children = 1,337

DJS
Total Children = 347

Unavailable = 1

Note: More than one race may be indicated for a child.

Unavailable = 1
Note: More than one race may be indicated for a child.

ND Child Population



Age of the children in foster care in North 
Dakota.

Age of the children in foster care in North Dakota by type of placement.

When the age of the children in care is compared to the population data, it appears that older children are 
over-represented in Foster Care (10-14 = 25.5%; 15+ = 41.0%). Many of the older children are in the 
custody of DJS and are more likely to be placed in facilities.
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Age
Foster Care 

0-4 Years
337  17.5%

5-9 Years
309  16.0%

10-14 Years
491  25.5%

15+ Years
792  41.1%

FFY 2001
Total Children = 1,929

Age of the child population (0-19) in North 
Dakota in 2000 (actual - 2000 Census):

ND Child Population
0-4 Years

39,094  21.4%

5-9 Years
43,223  23.6% 10-14 Years

47,602  26.0%

15 - 19 Years
53,048  29.0%

7.8%
25.8% 29.2%

71.6% 72.4%
15.1%

26.7% 27.5%

27.5% 23.7%

Pre-Adoptive Foster Family
(Rel)

Foster Family
(Non Rel)

Group Home Institution
0.0%%

20.0%%
40.0%%
60.0%%
80.0%%

100.0%%

15+ Years 13 62 244 78 391
10-14 Years 25 64 230 30 128

5-9 Years 38 69 173 1 15
0-4 Years 90 45 188 0 6

41.0%

Note: Placement information was unavailable for 39 children: 7 children 0-4 years, 14 children 5-9 years, 12 children 10-14 years, and 4 children 15+ years.

22.9%

54.2% 28.8%

18.8%

20.7%

22.5%

Age of the children in foster care in North Dakota by custodian.
Tribal

Total Children = 204
County/DHS

Total Children = 1,337
DJS

Total Children = 347
0-4 Years

248  18.5%

5-9 Years
250  18.7%

10-14 Years
340  25.4%

15+ Years
499  37.3%

10-14 Years
30  8.6%

15+ Years
317  91.4%

0-4 Years
33  16.2%

5-9 Years
40  19.6%

10-14 Years
69  33.8%

15+ Years
62  30.4%

(1.1%)
(2.8%)

(0.0%)
(0.9%)



The type of foster care placement for children in care on the last day of federal fiscal year 2001.

The majority of County/DHS and Tribal children are placed in foster family homes, while the majority of 
DJS children are placed in institutions.

Pre-Adopt
82  7.1%

Foster Family - 
152  13.3%

Foster Family - N
531  46.3%

Group Home
44  3.8%

Institution
311  27.1%

Runaway
2  0.2%

Unavailable
25  2.2%

Placement Type for Children in Care 
on Last Day (Total Children = 1,147)

Type of Placement

7

Foster Care 

Relative

on Relative

County/DHS - FFY 2001
Children = 789

DJS - FFY 2001
Children = 174

Tribal - FFY 2001
Children = 153

Pre-Adopt
58  7.4%

Foster Family - 
113  14.3%

Foster Family - N
408  51.7%Group Home

34  4.3%

Institution
159  20.2%

Runaway
2  0.3%

Unavailable
15  1.9%

Foster Family - 
3  1.7%

Foster Family - N
29  16.7%

Group Home
6  3.4%

Institution
132  75.9%

Unavailable
4  2.3%

Foster Family - 
36  23.5%

Foster Family - N
93  60.8%

Group Home
4  2.6%
Institution
20  13.1%

Relative

on Relative

Relative

on Relative

on Relative

Relative

The type of foster care placement for children in care on the last day of federal fiscal year 
2001 by custodian.



Out-of-State Residential Foster Care for Children (Excludes PATH)
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Out of State Facility Placements - Historical Trend

32

In some cases, a child who is in the North Dakota foster care system has unique needs that are best served out 
of state. The number of foster care children placed in out-of-state facilities stands at 42 as of May 2002. It 
appears that children primarily are placed out of state after exhausting their in-state treatment options and/or for 
treatment needs that are unavailable in North Dakota. In fact only two of the 42 previous children who were in 
care out-of-state in May hadn't been previously placed in an in-state residential facility. One child was denied 
by the only in-state facility licensed to serve his age group (8 years old) because the facility had no beds 
available and the second child was in an out-of-state adoptive placement and the facility is nearest to his 
adoptive family.
There are four primary areas of treatment that appear undermet by North Dakota facilities. They include 1) Sex 
offender treatment; 2) Treatment options for young children; 3) Treatment options for children with severe 
behavior problems; and 4) Treatment for children with a low IQ.

The undermet need for in-state treatment in the above four areas is further illustrated by the "specialties" of the 
out-of-state facilities utilized most often.

Mesabi Gilfillan Northwood Other***
0
2
4
6
8

10
12
14
16

Facility 12 10 6 14

Out-of-State Placements by Facility

Mesabi - Accepts children with an IQ of less than 70. Treats children adjudicated delinquent who have failed other 
residential treatment programs. Provides sex offender treatment and includes on-site school setting for children who 
cannot be mainstreamed into the public school system.
Gilfillan - Serves young children (age 5-13) who experience a wide range of behavioral & emotional problems. Includes 
an on-site school for children who cannot be maintained in the public school system.
Northwood - Multi-service agency that provides care for children (ages 5-18) with emotional, behavioral & learning 
disabilities. This facility has an on-campus school for children who cannot attend public school. Northwood accepts many 
hard to place children including children with severe behavioral problems and children with an IQ less than 70. 

)

)

)

* "Severe Behavior Problems" includes: Conduct Disorder (20 Children), Oppositional Defiant Disorder (16 Children), Agressive/Violent Behavior (24 Children)
** Children with an IQ of less than 80: 6 of the 11 children have an IQ of less than 70
*** "Other" represents nine separate out-of-state residential facilities.

Child Needs Sex 
Offender Treatment

Child is Very Young (7-13) Child Has Severe 
Behavior Problems*

Child Has Low IQ**
0
7

14
21
28
35
42

Yes 10 15 40 11
No 32 27 2 31

   

23.8%

95.2%

26.2%

Children Placed in Out-of-State Residential Facilities - Four Areas of Undermet "In-State" Treatment Need

Note: Children may be reported under more than one category.
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Foster Care 

35.7%

32 35



Permanency goals for children in care on the last day of federal fiscal year 2001 by custodian.

The most common goal for children in foster care is to be reunited with their parent(s)/caregiver(s).

Adoption 
285  24.8%

Emancipation
68  5.9%

Guardianship
22  1.9%

Live w/Other
68  5.9%

Long Term FC
128  11.2%

Missing
67  5.8%

Not Established
6  0.5%Reunification

503  43.9%

Permanency Goals for Children in Care on the 
Last Day of FFY 2001 (Total Children = 1,147)

Permanency Goals for Children
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Foster Care 

County/DHS - FFY 2001
Children = 789 DJS - FFY 2001

Children = 174

Tribal - FFY 2001
Children = 153 Emancipation

15  8.6%

Guardianship
1  0.6%

Live w/Other
9  5.2%

Long Term FC
13  7.5%

Missing
9  5.2%

Not Established
1  0.6%

Reunification
126  72.4%

Adoption 
63  41.2%

Emancipation
3  2.0%

Guardianship
5  3.3%

Live w/Other
25  16.3%

Long Term FC
21  13.7%

Missing
2  1.3%

Reunification
34  22.2%

Adoption 
194  24.6%

Emancipation
50  6.3%

Guardianship
16  2.0%

Live w/Other
34  4.3%

Long Term FC
93  11.8%

Missing
54  6.8%

Not Established
5  0.6%

Reunification
343  43.5%



North Dakota compares favorably to the national standard on the timeframes to reunify children with their 
parents or caretakers. Of all children who were reunified with their parents or caretakers at the time of 
discharge from foster care, 81.1% (compared to the national standard of 78%) of the children were 
reunified in less than 12 months from the time of the latest removal from home.

Timeliness of Reunification
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Foster Care 

County/DHS - FFY 2001
Children Reunified = 337

DJS - FFY 2001
Children Reunified = 104

Tribal - FFY 2001
Children Reunified = 32

72.9%

81.6% 81.1%

FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

Less than 12 Months 412 491 385
More than 12 Months 153 111 90

Total 565 602 475

Goal Line = 78%

Less than 12 Months
291  86.4%

More than 12 Months
46  13.6%

Less than 12 Months
73  70.2%

More than 12 Months
31  29.8%

Less than 12 Months
19  59.4%

More than 12 Months
13  40.6%

Timeliness of Reunification

Timeliness of reunification by custodian.



Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption in federal fiscal year 2001, 36.4% (compared 
to the national standard of 32.0%) of the children exited care in less than 24 months from the time of the 
latest removal from home. 

Adoption Timeframes/Victims of Maltreatment
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Foster Care 

Adoption Timeframes
44.0%

27.3%

36.4%

FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
25.0%

35.0%

45.0%

Less than 24 Months 22 12 32
More than 24 Months 28 32 56

Total 50 44 88

Goal Line = 32.0%

As seen in the chart below, North Dakota has a lower rate of maltreatment in foster care than the national 
standard. Maltreatment of children in foster care includes maltreatment by 1) a foster parent in a child 
abuse and neglect assessment that results in a "services required" decision; or 2) facility staff in an 
"identified" case.

0.41 %

0.20 %

0.00 %

FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
0.00 %

0.50 %

1.00 %

Maltreatment 8 4 0*
No Maltreatment 1,962 1,974 1,929

Total 1,970 1,978 1,929
*preliminary- excludes institutional cases

Goal Line = 0.57%

Maltreatment ofChildren in Foster Care 

Maltreatment in Foster Care



North Dakota strives to create a stable environment for children who need foster care. Of all children who 
have been in foster care less than 12 months from the time of the latest removal, 80.9% (compared to the 
86.7% national standard) had two or fewer placement settings. As seen in the chart, North Dakota 
exceeded the national standard in federal fiscal year 2000. The drop-off in federal fiscal year 2001 may be 
due to a reporting irregularity. We were still examining this possibility when this bulletin went to press.

Number of Placements
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Foster Care 

County/DHS - FFY 2001
Children = 801

DJS - FFY 2001
Children = 253

Tribal - FFY 2001
Children = 82

Two or Less 
Placement
640  79.9%

Placement Settings
161  20.1%

Two or Less 
Placement
225  88.9%

Placement Settings
28  11.1%

Two or Less 
Placement
56  68.3%

Placement Settings
26  31.7%

86.0% 87.1%

80.9%

FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

2 or Less 989 1,053 934
More than 2 161 156 221

Total 1,150 1,209 1,155

Goal Line = 86.7%

More than Two More than Two More than Two

Number of Placements

Number of placements for children who have been in care less than 12 months from the time of the 
latest removal. 



Foster Care Re-entry

13

Foster Care 

County/DHS - FFY 2001
Children Entering Care = 681

DJS - FFY 2001
Children Entering Care = 188

Tribal - FFY 2001
Children Entering Care = 68

Did Not Re-enter
566  83.1%

Re-entered
115  16.9%

Did Not Re-enter
131  69.7%

Re-entered
57  30.3%

Did Not Re-enter
53  77.9%

Re-entered
15  22.1%

One of the areas North Dakota is working to improve is re-entry rates. Of all children who entered 
foster care during the year, 19.6%  of those children re-entered foster care within 12 months of a 
prior foster care episode. Factors related to higher re-entry are explored on the next page. 

16.4 %

19.4 % 19.6 %

FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
7.0 %

12.0 %

17.0 %

22.0 %

27.0 %

Re-entered 158 195 187
Did Not Re-enter 807 810 768

Total 965 1,005 955

Goal Line = 8.6%

Foster Care Re-entry

Foster care re-entry by custodian.



Preliminary analysis suggests the North Dakota Foster Care Re-entry rate is related to several factors. For 
example, North Dakota includes data for children under the custody of the County and Department 
(DHS), the Division of Juvenile Justice (DJS) and the Tribes, and the re-entry trend is different across 
custodians.

10.0%
28.0% 30.3%

Children in Custody of County/DHS Children in Custody of County/DHS Children in Custody of the
Division of Juvenile Se

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

Re-entered 42 73 57
Did Not Re-enter 378 188 131
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1999 2000 2001
10.0%
15.0%
20.0%
25.0%
30.0%
35.0%

Tribal 12.7% 24.2% 22.1%

DJS 16.6% 24.7% 30.3%
County/DHS 17.8% 18.0% 16.9%
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Foster Care Re-entry by Custodian

Foster Care Re-entry Rate by Behavior Problem and Custodian

10.2%

29.6%

No Behavior Prob/Diff Behavior Prob/Diff
0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

Re-entered 54 126
Did Not Re-enter 476 299

In North Dakota, the highest rates of re-entry appear to occur among older children and children with 
behavioral and emotional problems/difficulties.

15.2%
30.7%

No Emotional Prob/Diff Emotional Prob/Diff
0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

Re-entered 104 83
Did Not Re-enter 581 187

Behavior Problems/Difficulties Emotional Problems/Difficulties

with No Behavior Prob(s)/Diff

The higher rate of re-entry associated with children who have behavioral or emotional problems/difficulties 
appears to be independent of custodian.

with Behavior Prob(s)/Diff

7.4%
14.9%

22.0% 27.0%

Age 0-4 Age 5-9 Age 10-14 Age 15+
0.0%
5.0%

10.0%
15.0%
20.0%
25.0%
30.0%

Did Not Re-enter 187 126 206 249

Re-entered 15 22 58 92

Foster Care Re-entry by Age Category

Note: Children in the custody DJS and Tribal represent 188 (19.7%) and 68 (7.1%) respectively, of the total number of children used in the calculation of the re-entry 
rate (955 children) in FY2001.

Division of Juvenile Services
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Foster Care 
Re-entry Analysis



Foster Care Expenditures
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Actual Caseload 906 916 952 905 903 901 908 981 893 867 899 868 827 848 883 853 874 867 843 861 829 843 897 876 896 904 928 949 970 920 897 853 856 898,

Foster Care Maintenance
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Actual 1.171.14 1.26 1.101.09 1.191.17 1.23 1.191.27 1.291.19 1.18 1.221.35 1.321.40 1.31 1.141.32 1.301.27 1.40 1.361.32 1.301.47 1.491.52 1.41 1.561.22 1.431.47,

Foster Care Maintenance 
Total Expenditures 

January 2000 to October 2002Millions
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Adoption
Annual Report

Fiscal Year 2002
October 1,2001 - September 30, 2002



Stepparent
219  55.9%

Agency Adoptions
151  38.5%

Relative
22  5.6%

Foreign
11  7.3%

Identified
18  11.9%

Infant/Regular
39  25.8%

Special Needs
83  55.0%
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FFY 1998 FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001 FFY 2002
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Step Parent 206 179 180 169 219
Agency Adoptions 122 158 136 189 151

Relative 8 4 21 10 22
Total Adoptions 336 341 337 368 392
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During federal fiscal year 2002 (October 1, 2001 - September 30, 2002), 392 children were 
adopted in North Dakota. Of the 392 children adopted, 219  (55.9%) were stepparent adoptions, 
22  (5.6%) were relative adoptions, and 151  (38.5%) were agency adoptions. Agency adoptions 
do not include stepparent adoptions and some relative adoptions because the child's placement 
into the adoptive home did not involve assistance from an adoption agency . Agency adoptions 
involve a recognized licensed child placement agency placing children with prospective adoptive 
parents or assisting in an identified adoption placement.

All Adoptions by Type of Adoption

Number of Children by Type of Adoption
FFY 1998 to FFY 2002

All Adoptions
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Number of Children by Type of Adoption
Federal Fiscal Year 2002
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Agency Adoptions
Agency Adoptions by Type of Adoption
In federal fiscal year 2002, 151 of the 392 children adopted were placed by agencies. Of the 151 agency 
adoptions, in federal fiscal year 2002, 83 were special needs adoptions. Special needs adoptions typically 
involve foster care children, and will be the focus of the remainder of the adoption information contained in 
this bulletin. As seen in the chart below, the number of special needs adoption has increased dramatically 
during the last two years. The number of children adopted by type of adoption:

83

008 11
0 1

17
3

28

0

CFS CFLS LSS NHFA Village AASK TATSS Other
0

20
40
60
80

100

Total by Agency 8 11 17 3 28 83 0 1
Special Needs 0 0 0 0 0 83 0 0

Infant/Regular 5 10 12 1 11 0 0 0
Identified 3 1 3 1 9 0 0 1

Foreign 0 0 2 1 8 0 0 0

CFS = Catholic Family Services    CFLS = Christian Family Life Services    LSS = Lutheran Social Services
NHFA = New Horizons Foreign Adoption    Village = The Village Family Service Center    AASK = Adults Adopting Special Kids    

TATSS = Three Affiliated Tribes Social Services 

Type of Adoption by Placing Agency FFY 2002
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44

66

88

110

Identified 10 15 16 15 18
Infant/Regular 51 68 49 43 39

Foreign 16 17 14 25 11
Special Needs 45 58 57 106 83

Total Agency Adoptions 122 158 136 189 151
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Agency Adoptions by Type of Adoption 
FFY 1998 to FFY 2002.

C
hi

ld
re

n

C
hi

ld
re

n



18

Special Needs Adoptions
Special Needs Conditions

40

53

22
29

5 Years
of Age or Older

Mental, Physical
or Emotional Disability

Racial/
Original Background

Sibling Group
Placed Together

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Number 40 53 22 29

Special Needs Criteria - FFY 2002

Note:  Children may have more than one designation.

A total of 83 special needs adoptions occurred in federal fiscal year 2002. Of the 83 children, 53 
(63.9%) had a mental, physical, or emotional disability, 40 (48.2%) were 5 years of age or older, 29 
(34.9%) were members of a sibling group to be placed together, and 22 (26.5%) were of non-Caucasian 
background.
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Burleigh Cass G. Forks Pembina Ramsey Richland Stark Stutsman Traill Williams Other*
0

5

10

15

20

Number 9 18 10 9 4 4 6 3 4 5 11

Number of Special Needs Children Adopted by Administrative County - FFY 2002

*Note: "Other" includes counties with two or fewer children adopted during federal fiscal year 2002. It includes: 
Barnes =1, Bottineau =1, Cavalier =1, Eddy =2, Mercer =1, Morton =1, Pierce =1, Ward =2, Wells =1.

Special Needs Adoptions by Administrative County

C
hi

ld
re

n



19

Special Needs Adoptions
Adoptions by Foster Parents
A total of 83 special needs adoptions occurred in federal fiscal year 2002. Of the 83 children, 64 
(77.1%) were adopted by a foster parent, and 19 (22.9%) were not adopted by a foster parent.

64  77.1%

19  22.9%

Special Needs Children Adopted by Foster Parent(s) - FFY 2002

Adopted by 
Foster Parent(s)

Not Adopted by 
Foster Parent(s)

! !! ! !0.0% 0.0%
5.0% 5.4% 1.2%

, ,, , ,
100.0% 100.0%

95.0% 94.6%
98.8%

FFY1998 FFY1999 FFY2000 FFY2001 FFY2002
0.0%

20.0%

40.0%

60.0%

80.0%

100.0%

Finalized 45 58 57 106 83
Disrupted 0 0 3 6 1

Total Placements Ended 45 58 60 112 84

Disruptions

Of all 84 special needs children who had adoptive placements end in federal fiscal year 2002, 83 (98.8%) 
placements ended in a finalized adoption and one (1.2%) placement ended due to a disruption. A disruption 
occurs when a child placed for adoption is removed from the home prior to adoption finalization.

Number of Closings by Reason
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Series 1 4.8 8.4 13.2 11.2 11.4
Series 2 6.5 5.7 4.7 4.5 5.7
Series 3 11.3 14.1 17.9 15.7 17.1
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Special Needs Adoption Timeframes
The average length of time between termination of parental rights and adoption finalization for special 
needs adoptions was 17.1 months in federal fiscal year 2002. This included an average length of time of 
11.4 months between termination of parental rights and adoptive placement and an average of 5.7 months 
between adoptive placement and finalization of the adoption. 

Special Needs Average Length of Time in Months for Adoptions
FFY 1998 to FFY 2002.

Average Length of Time in Months Between Termination of Parental Rights and Placement for Adoption
Average Length of Placement in Months
Average Length of Time in Months Between Termination of Parental Rights and Finalization of Adoption

M
on

th
s

Special Needs Adoptions

North Dakota compares favorably to the national measure of adoption timeframes. The national measure:

Footnote: This data is reported using the federal AFCARS data. Therefore, at the time this was published, the data was available through 
federal fiscal year 2001.

Of all children who exited foster care to a finalized adoption, 32.0% or more children exited 
care in less than 24 months from the time of the latest removal from home. 

44.0%

27.3%

36.4%

FFY 1999 FFY 2000 FFY 2001
25.0%

35.0%

45.0%

Less than 24 Months 22 12 32
More than 24 Months 28 32 56

Total 50 44 88

Goal Line = 32.0%
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2.4% 3.6%
10.8% 14.5%

24.1%
28.9%

34.9%
42.2%

47.0%
53.0%

60.2% 63.9%
69.9% 72.3%

78.3% 79.5% 81.9%
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Percent of Children Placed for Adoption Within the Specified 
Time Frame From Time of Termination of Parental Rights 
Special Needs Adoptions Finalized in FFY 2002 (Total = 83) 

Months

Children
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Subsidized Adoption
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Adoption Expenditures
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